DOWNTOWN IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

MINUTES

APRIL 21, 2010
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Tammy Maisetti, Frank Boots, Norma Reed, David Boring, Georgia Anderson

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:  Bart Barringer, Tom Slater, Lee Hedgepeth, Eric Benson

GUESTS:  Councilmember Brad Hawn, Doug Hosner

CITY STAFF:  Ronnie Flood, Marc Garcia, Mona Mount, and Laurie Smith
STAFF:  Nancy Young

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Tammy Maisetti moved to approve the March 17, 2010 minutes of the Downtown Improvement District Board Meeting.  Norma Reed seconded.  Unanimous approval.
COUNCILMEMBER BRAD HAWN:  Councilmember Brad Hawn stated these are interesting economic times.  Councilman Hawn feels downtown is the key to our City.
Councilman Hawn feels our downtown is unique.  People come from all over to see what we are doing in Modesto.
Councilman Hawn stated the City Council is very committed to downtown.

Councilmember Hawn talked about working with Stanislaus Foods and trading 10th and 11th Streets for their trucks.  Then reopen 10th Street and start something going at that end of town.

Councilmember Hawn mentioned fixing up 14th and D Streets and re-looking at Tuolumne River Regional Park.  

Tammy Maisetti stated she was excited about things happening between D Street and the Park and 10th Street opening up.

MATTERS FOR THE GOOD OF DOWNTOWN

Commonwealth Modesto Update – Councilmember Hawn wants to build on the seven (7) Anchors proposed by the Commonwealth Modesto group.  Valley Agriculture businesses are very important.  We need to build off these AG businesses.
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Commonwealth Modesto Update Continued – Georgia Anderson stated Growth should be one of the strong words in our slogan for Modesto.

Councilmember Hawn feels the biggest sell is with us.

Tammy Maisetti stated we have to make people see the positive.

Norma Reed stated we are never going to be the Silicon Valley unless we get a better education system in our County.

Brad Hawn explained we are known to be able to solve our own problems.

Tammy Maisetti feels whatever we say needs to roll off our tongues as a positive.

Gallo Center for the Arts – Doug Hosner explained the upcoming events that will be happening at the Gallo Center for the Arts.  Doug explained that this Friday they will be releasing exciting new season packages.  A new Speaker Series will also be starting at the Gallo Center for the Arts.  All will be appropriate for the Community.  Doug feels this new season coming up is the best yet.
Doug stated that they have been doing acceptable numbers in this economy.
2010 Holiday Season will be in honor of Bette Belle Smith.

Redevelopment Update – Laurie Smith reported the Court has 90 days to render their decision as to whether the State can take the Redevelopment Agencies money.

Laurie also explained that her department is continuing to work on the webpage.

Staff is working on two (2) draft budgets.  One (1) in case the State takes the Redevelopment money, and another if the City gets to keep the Redevelopment money.

Modesto City Employees Association – Ronnie Flood introduced his Association members.  It was explained that the MCEA wants to partner with the Downtown Improvement District.  Marc Garcia presented a power point presentation showing how he would like to decorate our office.  Marc showed how we could decorate one of the windows with either a holiday theme or whatever event is happening downtown such as Amgen, Holiday Parade, etc.  For the other window he suggested purchasing a flat screen monitor and program it with all the posters that we now put on our windows.  Marc also suggested repainting our office and floor.
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Modesto City Employees Association Continued – Georgia Anderson asked about the Modesto City Employees Association.

Doug Hosner asked if they would contribute financially.  The Modesto City Employees Association will work with businesses to get us a discount for merchandise.  Mr. Flood stated they had talked amongst themselves and want to donate time and can help look for any supplies we need.

Ronnie Flood explained that he works for the City, lives in the City and wants to give back to the City by working with us to paint curbs, painting over graffiti, and weeding the tree wells.  Mr. Flood feels the employees association wants to help out and keep our City clean.

Doug Hosner feels the flat screen monitors showing the posters are an interesting idea to promote downtown.

Beautification Report

Color Modesto – Staff reported we will be meeting on the last Friday of the month at 9:30 a.m. in the Downtown Improvement District office.

Parking and Transportation Report
No Report

Newsletter Report 

Downtown News  - Staff reported we will be sending out Amgen information in place of a newsletter in late April or early May.

Promotion Reports

Downtown Entertainment District – No Report

Amgen Tour of California – Staff reminded everyone that the streets will be closing around 9:00 a.m. and will re-open around 4:30 p.m.  The race is on Wednesday, May 20th.
Board decided that so everyone can enjoy Amgen we will not have our Downtown Improvement District Board Meeting.

Family Cycling Festival – Staff reported we will be giving out free helmets to anyone under 18 years old on Saturday, May 16th from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on I Street between 10th and 12th Streets.  The Criterium will also be going on that day. 
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Taken It To The Streets – Staff reported we had approximately 50 volunteers downtown that did the following work.  They painted curbs, pulled weeds, and weeded mow strips.
NON-AGENDA ITEMS

None

ADJOURN

1:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Young
