MINUTES
AUGUST 18, 2010

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Frank Boots, Norma Reed, Bart Barringer, Lee Hedgepeth, David Boring, Tom Slater

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:  Tammy Maisetti, Eric Benson

GUEST:  Councilman Dave Geer

CITY STAFF:  Laurie Smith, Christy Beffa

STAFF:  Nancy Young

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Bart Barringer moved to approve the July 21, 2010 minutes of the Downtown Improvement District Board Meeting.  David Boring seconded.

Unanimous approval.  
CORRESPONDENCE:  Staff reported all correspondence has been delivered.

Chairman Boots explained that we would take the Promotion Reports/International Festival out of order.

Promotion Reports

International Festival – Susanna Mendieta-Beasley explained the International Festival and how much she appreciates the support of the Downtown Improvement District.  This year the event is Saturday, October 2nd.  The Festival will be at the Gallo Center for the Arts.  Susanna stated 55% to 65% are first time attendees.  Susanna explained that at the International Festival the World comes to Modesto.  The Festival celebrates our cultures.  The Committee works very hard to keep this event free.
Tom Slater asked if the food was free.  Susanna explained it is not free, but sold by non-profits.  There is no beer or wine at the event.  It is a family event.

The event will be both indoors and outdoors.  The event turns the large theatre over three (3) times.  All groups are local and dress in their native dress.

The attendance is approximately 5,000 and continues to grow.

Susanna explained that the press releases will be going out soon.  Lee Hedgepeth asked if they market outside of Modesto.  Susanna explained that they do.

COUNCILMEMBER DAVID GEER  

Councilman Geer reported he is happy with the new restaurants opening in the 
downtown.  He explained that the Red Steer is open and will be having their Grand Opening in October.  Last weekend Azucar had their Grand Opening.
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MATTERS FOR THE GOOD OF DOWNTOWN

Gallo Center for the Arts

NO REPORT

Redevelopment Update – Laurie Smith reported that the Commission will be moving forward with their Top Ten and working on expanding their boundaries.

Economic Partnership Meeting Update – Laurie Smith reported we had met yesterday.  The group is staying on top of Commonwealth.  We have heard they had sent out RFP’s.

Jennifer Mullen from our committee is working with a City Committee to get a “Welcome to Modesto” freeway sign.  Laurie explained that the Ripon Freeway sign was installed before Cal Trans had a policy for freeway signs.  These signs will provide a welcome into our city.  Freeway signs would be something positive for our city.  
Councilmember Geer stated Modesto has a very negative reputation.  This is where we need a good Marketing Program.

David Boring thinks the Commonwealth is getting together next week to work on the RFP’s they had requested.

Beautification  Report

Color Modesto Update – Staff reported the next meeting is a week from Friday.

Parking and Transportation Report

No Report

Newsletter Report

Downtown News – Staff reported she will be meeting next week on the newsletter.

Promotion Reports Continued 

Xclamation Fest – Staff reported the main problem this year was counterfeit wristbands.  Changes will be made next year for distribution of the wristbands to downtown businesses.  Also, long lines were a problem.

Tom Slater wants the Event Ahead sign removed from in front of his store.  There is no reason why the sign needs to be at 16th and J Streets when the street doesn’t close until 12th Street.  Tom explained that by closing the streets on a Saturday in downtown you are killing businesses.  Tom explained that consumers don’t want to go someplace there might be a problem and customers think that X-fest is a problem.  Tom feels downtown is going back to the slums.  All that will be down here is:  restaurants, bars, nightclubs, banks, professional businesses and financial.
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Tom Slater explained that we looked at putting condos on top of the parking garage years ago.

Bart Barringer explained that the Form Base Code plan is really good for the process.   Tom agrees.

Downtown Entertainment District Update – Staff explained that everything is going well downtown.  The Entertainment Commission is changing the meetings that need to be attended. 

Holiday Parade – Staff reported the Holiday Parade will be Saturday, December 4th at 5:30 p.m.  Chairman Boots will be one of the judges.

Midnight Half Marathon – Staff reported there will be a race on Saturday, August 28th at 9:00 p.m.

NON-AGENDA ITEMS

David Boring stated that the homeless moving from McClatchy Square to Ralston Park really affects the entrance to downtown from the Eastside.  A lengthy discussion took place on the homeless in the downtown.  Staff will get a report from Julie Hannon, Director of Parks, Recreation and Neighborhoods.
Staff announced that Georgia Anderson is resigning from the Downtown Improvement District Board because she is closing her business.

ADJOURN

1:40 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Young
