MINUTES
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Tammy Maisetti, Frank Boots, Norma Reed, Bart Barringer, Lee Hedgepeth, David Boring

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:  Georgia Anderson, Tom Slater, Eric Benson

GUESTS:  Mike Moradian. Chris Ricci, Doug Hosner

CITY STAFF:  Margaret James

STAFF:  Nancy Young
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Bart Barringer moved to approve the June 16, 2010 minutes of the Downtown Improvement District Board Meeting.  Tammy Maisetti seconded.  Unanimous approval.

CORRESPONDENCE:  Staff reported all correspondence has been delivered.

MATTERS FOR THE GOOD OF DOWNTOWN

Gallo Center for the Arts - Doug Hosner reported the Center was quiet.  The last two (2) performances were sell outs.  They are now selling tickets for next season.  Doobie Bros. will open the season.  Michael Bolton will also be performing next season.

Redevelopment Update – Margaret James reported that CRAC identified ten (10) items from the RDA Master Plan Action Matrix as their projects for 2010/2011:  

1) Modesto’s position as an arts & entertainment destination 

2) Emphasize proximity of downtown to Tuolumne River Regional Park

3) Develop and maintain an information package that promotes Modesto to new businesses

4) Coordinate with partners to maximize visitor contributions to the City
5) Coordinate water, storm water drainage and sewer master plan update priorities with RDA Master Plan

6) Implement a specific area plan that encourages mixed-use development in the Downtown Core

7) Implement design guidelines that foster a pleasant, human-scaled walking environment

8) Apply Neighborhood Mixed-use zoning code and development standards to the Downtown South Neighborhood District

9) Develop a plan to form linkages across the Redevelopment Area to connect public parks and open space

10) Create a plan/policy for additional public open space in the downtown to serve as pedestrian gathering places
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Economic Partnership Meeting Update  - Margaret James reported that the Chamber has adopted the seven (7) anchors, but the partners are now looking for Commonwealth to provide a plan for the implementation of the anchors by all the community organizations.  Getting the David Boring’s, Marian Martino’s and Marcia Herrmann’s together to put together a supply toolbox for all the groups that are going to use the seven (7) anchors is where the Commonwealth should be heading.
The group discussed Welcome Signs or a Welcome Monument on the freeway to welcome people into Modesto.

Beautification Report

Color Modesto Update – Staff reported that we have not met in a few months.  Our next meeting is scheduled for Friday, July 30th at 9:30 a.m. in the Downtown Improvement District Office.

Parking and Transportation Report

City Parking Garages and Lots – Staff reported that the City Parking Garages and Lots are all automated.  It will take some getting use to for the clients.
Newsletter Report

Downtown News – Staff reported that she hasn’t started working on the next newsletter.

Promotion Reports

Downtown Entertainment District Report – Chris Ricci asked the Downtown Improvement District Board to consider a program where private security is hired during the day to patrol downtown due to the increase in homeless persons, dumpster diving, and drugs in the downtown area.  This program would be like the one being used by the La Loma Neighborhood Association that is paid for by the members.  Mike Moradian explained how the La Loma Neighborhood Association and the private security work.
Lee Hedgepeth stated most of these private security companies are bonded and have Liability Insurance so the Downtown Improvement District would not be responsible.

Bart Barringer stated the Downtown Improvement District can not do this as we are part of the City.

After some discussion, Bart Barringer moved that based on the increase of homeless persons, dumpster diving, drugs and general crime in the Downtown area, the Downtown Improvement District has been requested by downtown businesses to look into the possibility of having a private security force in downtown Modesto similar to those hired in other neighborhoods in Modesto that would be paid for by Downtown Improvement District members.  
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Downtown Entertainment District Report Continued - The Downtown Improvement District would not be involved in the actual implementation of this project but would participate in notifying its members of meetings and possibly securing a location for discussions regarding the matter.  David Boring seconded.  Unanimous approval.
Xclamation Fest – Norma Reed reminded Chris Ricci not to block her parking lots.

NON-AGENDA ITEMS

Tammy Maisetti reported that she is trying to start a downtown Restaurant Association. 

Staff explained that Mr. Lew Franklin left four (4) voice messages with concerns about Form Base Codes, Xclamation Festival entrances.  Staff feels that Mr. Franklin should contact Josh Bridgegroom in Community Development at the City so his questions are answered by the people that put the Form Base Codes together.  Chris Ricci explained that there are no entrances or exits near Mr. Franklin’s property.

ADJOURN

1:00 p.m.


Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Young
