MINUTES

FEBRUARY 16, 2011

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Frank Boots, Norma Reed, Tammy Maisetti, Bart Barringer,
David Boring, Tom Slater

BOARD MEMBERS  ABSENT:  Lee Hedgepeth

GUEST:  Doug Hosner

CITY STAFF:  Margaret James

STAFF:  Nancy Young

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Tammy Maisetti moved to approve the December 15, 2010 minutes of the Downtown Improvement District Board Meeting.  Norma Reed seconded.

Unanimous approval.

CORRESPONDENCE:  Staff reported everything had been delivered.

MATTERS FOR THE GOOD OF DOWNTOWN

Gallo Center for the Arts – Doug Hosner reported on shows coming to the Gallo Center for the Arts and how well ticket sales

 are going.

Site Selection for New Courthouse – David Boring explained that he felt it was extremely important for the Downtown Improvement District Board to take a stand on keeping the Courthouse downtown.  After a lengthy discussion the Board agreed to have Bart Barringer write a letter to the Chairperson of the Site Selection Committee letting their committee know how important it is for the Courthouse to remain downtown.
Redevelopment Update – Margaret James explained that the Redevelopment Commission also discussed the site selection for the new Courthouse.

Margaret also reported that there are 18 Redevelopment Agencies under audit by the State, who are looking for improprieties.  Margaret also reported that the 20% for Affordable Housing should continue.

Budget – Staff explained the proposed 2011-2012 Budget.  Our total budget for the coming fiscal year is $172,500.  This total is down $17,500. from our 2010-2011 budget.  

Bart Barringer moved to approve the Fiscal Year 2011-2012 Downtown Improvement District budget as proposed.  Tom Slater seconded.  Unanimous approval.

Budget Continued - Also discussed was the watering of the downtown pots which was originally a City of Modesto project that we partnered on started by Armor Smith.  The City has backed out of the project a little each year due to their budget problems.  We have been paying the $7,000. price tag for watering the downtown pots.  This year we have eliminated that $7,000. because of D.I.D. not having the income.
Tom Slater suggested we send a letter to all the downtown businesses that do not pay into the D.I.D.  Tom stated the letter would notify them that if we do not raise enough money the pots will have to be removed from downtown.

Modesto Historic American Graffiti Cruise Route – Staff explained that Chris Murphy has been working with City staff, Convention and Visitors Bureau staff, and D.I.D. staff on this Historic Graffiti Cruise Route on 10th and 11th Streets and from G Street to K Street.  This is going before the City Council on Tuesday, March 1st for support and approval.  Chris Murphy would also like the support of the Downtown Improvement District Board.
Tammy Maisetti agreed to support the Modesto Historic American Graffiti Cruise Route, and would like to be informed if street closures are happening during business hours.  Norma Reed seconded.  Unanimous approval.

Beautification Reports

Ralston Park Update – Staff reported the Blue Ribbon Committee have been appointed to discuss the homelessness issue.  
David Boring stated he feels it is better, but the homeless are still hanging out at Ralston Park.

Norma Reed reported they are across from her home now.

Color Modesto – Staff reported we will be meeting on February 25th at 10:00 a.m. and the downtown watering will be discussed.  The Garden Club pays to have the hanging baskets watered.
Newsletter Report

Downtown News – Staff reported that the money was left in the newsletter account for the upcoming fiscal year.  

David Boring suggested doing an electronic newsletter because we can get a lot more for our money.  Staff will meet with Never Boring Design staff.  

Promotion Reports

Downtown Entertainment District Report – Staff explained that the police are finding guns in the downtown area.  The Police Department is asking Club security to check people and purses, to help find guns before someone gets inside one of the clubs.
Downtown Entertainment District Report Continued -  Barkin’ Dog Grill needs an Entertainment Permit due to occupancy in their restaurant.

Amgen Tour of California – Staff reported Amgen is coming to Modesto on Tuesday, May 17th.  This year the riders will be coming into downtown on Scenic Drive.

Winter Forum Report – Staff asked all Board members to mark their calendars on Wednesday, March 30th from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. to attend the Stanislaus County Tourism Winter Forum at the Modesto Centre Plaza.  This is a free event.  Staff explained that Barbara Wold will be the guest speaker and some of the Board might remember her from the California Downtown Association Conferences.  Invitations will be sent out.

AJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION

Board discussed the two (2) Board Vacancies.  

Tammy Maisetti moved to accept the applications of Susan Johnston and Brad Morad to fill the two (2) vacancies on the Downtown Improvement District Advisory Board.  Staff will forward their names to the Mayor and City Council and ask for their appointment to the Advisory Board.  David Boring seconded.  Unanimous approval.

1:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Young

