MINUTES

MARCH 16, 2011

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Frank Boots , Norma Reed, Tammy Maisetti, Bart Barringer, David Boring, Susan Johnston, Brad Morad

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:  Tom Slater and Lee Hedgepeth

CITY STAFF:  Laurie Smith

STAFF:  Nancy Young

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Bart  Barringer moved to approve the February 16, 2011 minutes of the Downtown Improvement District Board Meeting. Tammy Maisetti seconded.  Unanimous approval.
CORRESPONDENCE – Staff reported everything had been delivered.

MATTERS FOR THE GOOD OF DOWNTOWN

Gallo Center for the Arts – Doug Hosner was not in attendance.  David Boring reported that he and Bart Barringer had attended the tribute band for Queen concert and it was really good.

Tammy Maisetti and Brad Morad reported the restaurant business was good before and after Spamalot.  

Site Selection for the New Courthouse – Staff explained that Eric Benson had suggested that we not write a letter of support for the downtown site for the new Courthouse.  If we start a letter campaign it could invite others that don’t want the Courthouse downtown to also send letters.  
Susan Johnston asked if they are not considering Hackett Road any longer.  It was reported that only downtown locations were being considered at this time.

Laurie Smith stated the 10th and H Streets project is dormant, not dead.  Paul Draper has four (4) lots plus other property.

Redevelopment Update - Laurie Smith explained what was happening between the State of California and Redevelopment Agencies.

Economic Development Partnership Meeting Report – Laurie Smith explained that Cecil Russell, the CEO of the Chamber of Commerce, has joined the meetings.  Monumental Signs were discussed for Modesto at Pelandale.  Replacing the Cal Trans government green population signs with a consistent theme sign was discussed.  Lowering developer fees were also discussed.

Beautification Report

Color Modesto Update – Staff reported that she is meeting with a group that might be interested in paying for the watering of the downtown pots.  D.I.D. also will be sending out a letter to all businesses that do not pay into the district to ask for help in paying for the watering of the downtown pots.  We will also send out a different letter to the businesses that are on the corners and have pots in front of their businesses.  
Newsletter Report

Downtown News – Staff reported that we will be going electronic with our newsletter.  Our first electronic newsletter will be out the beginning of May.  Staff will be sending out a letter requesting e-mail addresses if they want to receive our newsletter.

Promotion Reports

Downtown Entertainment District Report – Brad Morad is the current Chair of the Downtown Entertainment District.  After a lengthy discussion the Board asked staff to arrange for Councilmember Brad Hawn, Police Chief Mike Harden and City Manager Greg Nyhoff to attend one of our meetings in the near future.  
Amgen Tour of California – Staff reported that Amgen will be here Tuesday, May 17th.  Bart Barringer stated that this is a World Class Event.  It is positive publicity for Modesto.  Brad Morad explained that Amgen Tour of California kills Skewer’s business, but it is one of those events that you take for the team.

Winter Forum Report – Staff explained that she needed to know who was going to attend the Winter Forum on Wednesday, March 30th.  The event is from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.  The guest speaker is Barbara Wold.

NON-AGENDA ITEMS

Tammy Maisetti explained that LuckyFest will be on 11th Street between I and J Streets from 6:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. on Thursday, March 17th.
ADJOURN

1:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Young
